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seconded the motion which was carried by the tollowing roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCIlMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cucci. 

Mayor McGuire moved to authorize the employment half time of 
Virginia Scott in the office of P. MaoDonneil, Housing Director 
beginning October 10, 1942. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the 
motion which wa's carried by the follOwing roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cucci. 

Councilman Powell advised that Mrs. J. W. Loughridge has re
ceived no payment of rental for the sign located on her property. 
Clerk Bartlett was advised to contact her in regard to furnish
ing the City of Torrance with a statement of the amount of rental 
due her; also to determine if there are any other signs on Whlch 
the rental has not beenpaid. 

City Engineer Jain was questioned relative to the repair 
work on the crossing on Cabrillo Avenue. Mr. Jain advised that 
six thousand gallons of road oil have been ordered and it the 
order is approved, this and other necessary street repairs will 
be made .. 

The subject of add1tional help at the city gara~ was- in
troduced by City Engineer Jain. He advised that some of the 
work has to be sent out and the mechanics are not able to do 
justice to the city equipment. He further advised that there 
are no meohanics at present on the Civil Service Hst. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the City Engineer be 
authorized to hire a repairman in the city garage if one is 
found suitable. Counoilman Babcock seconded the motion Which 
was carried unanimously. 

At 5:35 P:'M. upon motion of Councilman Hitchcock seconded 
by Councilman Babcock the meeting adjourned. -

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEKTING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
November 10, 1942 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a 
Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hell, Torrence, 
California, on Tuesday, November 10, 1942 at 7:45 P.M, 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett oalled the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Babcock, Hitchcook, Powell end McGuire. Absent: 
Councilmen: Cucei. 

epose



All those present in the Council Chamber Saluted the Flag! 

Councilman Powell moved that the minutes sf a Regular Meeting 
held October 27, 1942 and of an Adjourned Regular Meeting held 
October 30, .1942 be approved as written. Councilman Hi tchooek 
seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A ool;limunication was read from the First Churoh of Christ, 
SCientist, in reply to communioation from the City Council relative 
to chairs belonging to the City and in use hy the church. It was 
advised that sixty City owne.d chairs are in use at the church. 
Matter of record. 

A communication was, read trom Milky Williams Lodge, Local No. 
1414, Steel Workers Organizing Committee, C.I.O . , advising .that 
one hundred eighty City owned chairs are in use by said organization. 
Matter of record. 

A communication was read from Marcella Crook, Court Clerk or 
the City of Torrance, tendering her resignation trom said position, 
effective November 16, 1942, and expressing appreciation for the 
many courtesies extended her during her period of employment. 

Councilman Powell moved that the resignation of Marcella Crook 
from the position of Court Clerk of the City of Torrance, effective 
November 16,1942, be accepted, and that Miss Crook be extended a 
vote of thanks by the City Counciltor her meritoriou.s services. 
Councilman Hitchoock seconded the motion, which we. carried un
animously. 

A communioation was read from S. Miller, Op;erator, To.rrance 
Municipal Bus Lines, adviSing that he was inducted into the United 
States Army October 26, 1942 and worked until Oatober 30, 1942 
during his leave of absence. Matter of record. 

A communication was read from the Associated Assessment 
Engineers relative to the following tax deeded properties which 
said company is attempting to liquidate for the City: Lot 6, 
Block 304, Tract 1952 and Part of Lot S, Tract 1952. In order to 
clear title to the above properties~ it was requested that a warrant 
be drawn in favor of "Trustee of the Estate of Loa Helmer, Bankrupt", 
in the. sum of $25.00, to be mailed to Mr. Armstrong, Special C1ty 
Attorney, 6253 Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood. 

Councilman Babcock moved that a warrant be drawn in favor of 
"Trustee of the Estate of Loa Helmer, Bankrupt", in the sum at 
$25.00 for clearing title to Lot 6, Blook 304, Tract 1952 and Part 
of Lot S, Tract 1952 j said warrant to be mailed .to Alfred Armstrong, 
Spe.cial C1ty Attorney, 6253 Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood. 
Councilman Hitohcock seconded the motion, which was oarried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, Hitchcock, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNC IL
MEN: CUcci • . 

A communicat1on was read from the Associa.ted Assessment Engin
eers relative to Lots 4, 5 and 6, Block 14, Torranoe Tract, in 
which it was stated that title to the properties mentioned had been 
cleared. Essential facts were recapitulated. 

It was requested that the City advise Associated Assessment 
Engineers whether or not it is desired to retain possession of the 
property for munioipal use, and, if sQ, that a tentative use of the 
lots be stipulated to excempt the property from further ta~tion; 
or, ir the City does not wish to reta.in possession of the property. 
a recommendation be made regarding sale pr~~e in order that a sale 
may be negotiated and the property thereby returned to the tax rolls. 

Councilman Baboock moved that the communioation be referred to 
the Council for discussion and report at the next regular meeting. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 
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A communication was read from the City of Torrance Civil Service 
Board, calling attention to Rule XII, Sections land 2 of the Civil 
Service Rules and Regulations governing transfers. It was requested 
that all requests for transf'ers and all other personnel matters be 
rererred to the Personnel ·Board for review and action, and that Mr. 
Albert Treloar, whose transfer from the Bus Department to the Divi
sion of City Garage, Department of Engineering and Public Works, 
was authorized by by the City Council at an Adjourned Regular Meeting 
October SO, 1942, remain under the jurisdiction of the Bus Department 
until his transfer has been requested and approved in the manner set 
forth in the Rules. 

A short discussion ensued in which it was stated that it had 
not ·been the intention of the Council to 'violate any of the Rules 
and Regulations of the Civil Service Board, but that it had been the 
impression of the Council that Mr. Treloar had been under the juris
·diction of the Division of. City Garage since he started work in the 
garage. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the motion made at an Adjourned 
Regular Meeting held Ootober SO, 1942 instructing Mr. Albert Treloar 
to report for instructions in his work to Mr. L. C. Fix, C1ty Garage, 
be rescinded, and that the City Clerk be instructed to request the 
C1vil Service Board to transfer Mr. Albert Treloar from the Bus De
partment to the I>ivision of City Garage, Mr. Treloar, when trans
ferred,to report to the City Garage mechanic for aSSignment of duties. 
Councilmam Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from D. C. Cook, U.S.N .. , submitting a 
olaim for $10.00 per month additional pay for the period July 1, 1942 
to August 26, 1942, this amount representing differenoe in salary 
received by Mr. Cook for his services and salary due h1m 1n acoordanoe 
w1th h1s Employee's Classification. 

Mr. Jain, City Engineer, recommended allowance of the additional 
pay as requested. Communication was read from Mr. Jain to this effect. 

COunoilman Baboock moved that the request of D. C. Cook that he 
be e;i ven an additional check representing difference between Salary. 
of $145.00 per month and $155.00 per month, ammounting to $10.00 per 
month for the period July 1, 1942 to August 26, 1942, be granted, 
and that a warrant be drawn for same. Councilman Hitchcock seconded 
the motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: CUcci. 

A communication was read from the Mack-International Motor 
Truck Corporation, inquiring as. to whether or not the City would 
consider selling the Mack 1000-gallon pumper purchased from said 
company on August 17, 1939, and offering to furnish the C1ty w1th 
names of a number of C1ties desiring to purohase this particuler 
type of equipment. 

~nc1lman Powell moved that the communication be flledif'or 
fwtur-e reference. COuncilman Hi tchccmk seconded the mo t ion, whi ch 
was oarried. unanimously. 

A. communication was read from Southern California. Taven Assooi
ation~ protesting the proposed pin marble game ordinance, claiming 
that $180.00 per year per machine as established by said proposed 
ordinance is an exhorbitant license fee. Mr. Ray S. Adams, Managing 
Director of the Assooiation, requested notifioation of the date the 
ordinance w11l be presented for first reading. 

Counoilman Powell moved that the communication be placed on 
file. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

A. petition bearing the signatures of twenty-five res1dents 
and business men was read, requesting that the C1 ty. Council ap
po1nt Mr. Harry W. Slover as a member of the Torrano. Police De
partment, relating reasons for making said request and summar
izing Mr. Slover's past experience which it was stated fit him 
for the position he seeks. 

COuncilman Powell moved that the petition be filed. 
A short discussion ensued, at which time Mayor MCGuire stated 



he had no knowledge of Mr. Slover's desire for a position with the 
Police Department, although~ he ralat~, he had conversed with Mr. 
Slover at various times upOln meeting him. Mayor McGuire a.sked 
Chief Stroh whether or not Mr. Slover had applied to him for a 
position with the Police Department, the reply being in the af
firmative. 

A question arose regarding manner of applying for positions 
with the City, Councilman Hitchcock contending that applications 
should be made through the Civil Service Board. 

Councilman Powell stated that when a man approaches one and 
informs that he desires a pOSition, and further states which posi
tion must be given hiI!lt he is out of order. 

Councilman Hitchcock seconded Councilman Powell's motion to 
file the petition requesting that Harry W. Slover be ap:p;oirited 
a member of the Police Department, which was carried unanimously. 

A communicatio.n was read from Torrance Municipal \later Dis
trict No.1, signed by W. H. Stanger, Manager, submitting estimates 
of cost of installing fire hydrants at (1) santa Clara street and 
Engracia Avenue as requested by the Columbia Steel Company, $1890.00 
and (2) Llewellyn Street and Engrae:1a. Avenue, $1271.00. Mr. stanger 
advised that installation of fire hydrant at sa.nta Clara street 
and Engracia Avenue would constitute a dead end of three hundred 
feet in the water system, whereas installation of a hydrant at 
Llewellyn Street and Engracia Avenue would allow for connection to 
the six inch main on Llewellyn Street after the war, thereby elimin
ating two dead ends. Mr. stanger stated further that, although 
suffic-ient materials for either installation are in stock, author
Jzation for use must he given by the War Production Board. 

Mr. Stanger suggested that the communication be referred to 
Fire Ohief McMaster ror his recommendation. 

Chief McMaster reported that both he and Mr. Stanger had 
studied this matter thoroUSAly, and that, originally, he had re
oommended that the COmpany install a line on their own property 
from inside the plant, to c.onnect with the Company's own wells. 
This suggestion had met with the approval of the officials and 
J.rIiI.y inspectors, Chief McMaster stated, but, evidently after con
ferring further, it had been deoided to request the City to install 
the line and hydrant~ whereupon the communication requesting same 
had been directed to the City. 

Councilman Hi tchcook moved that Chief McMa.ster and Mr. stanger 
confer further with Columbia Steel offioials, and particularly-Mr. 
Kresse, General Superintendent of the Company. and arrive at a 
satisfacto;t'y agreement, the combined recommendation of Chier 
McMaster and Mr. Stanger to be presented at the next regualr meet
ing. Councilman Bebcock seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

COunoilman Hi tchcook moved that an appropri~t1on of not to ex
ceed $2'll.Cil2 be made for purchase of M 5/8- x 5/4" meters, without 
couplings, to be used in Park Knoll Traot. in aocordance with request 
of the Torrance Munioipal Water District No.1. Councilman Powell 
seconded the motion, which was .c.arried by the rollowing roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, . Hi tchcoc.k, Powell and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: CUcci. 

Councilman Powell moved that Lucille Lewellen be employed on 
a temporary basis as Court Clerk of the City of Torrance, effec
tive date of employment November 12, 1942, . at a beginning salary 
of $100.00 per month. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, 
which wa.s carried by the following roll call vote: A.YE.s: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: . COUNCILMEN: CUcci. 

aounc;l.lman Powell read a communication from Chief of Police 
Stroh, in which Chief Stroh recommended emplLoyment of Mr. Bennett 
Black, radio technician, to replace Mr. Harold Peery, who is leav
ing for the United States Navy November 15, 1942. Chief Stroh 
recommended payment oit $'1.50 per week, this being the same amount 
paid Mr. Peery~ An agre~ent. to perform certain services in con-
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nection with the Police Department radio equipment, signed by Mr. 
-Benne tt Black, was enclo sed. 

Councilman Powell movad that the recommendation of ahief 
Stroh that IliIr. Bennett Black be employed to perform certain servicas 
in oonneotion with the Police Department radio equipment at a salary 
of $7.50 per week during absenoe of Mr. Harold Peery beoomplied 
with, and that the Mayor be authorized to exeoute agreement with 
Mr. Blaok. aouncilmlln Hitchcock seoonded the motion, which was 
oarried by the foll~wing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcook, Hitchcock, Powell and MoGuire.. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: aOUNCILMEN: CUoci. 

Councilman Powell read in part a oommunioation from Chier 
Stroh in which Chief Stroh listed names of persons who have ap
pliecl: for positions as patrolmen of the Torrance Police Department. 

Oounoilman Powell moved that George W. Henderson of 533 WEIst 
Vernon Avenue, Los Angele s, be employed on a temporary basis as a 
Patrolman, '!orranoe Police Department, at a beginning salary of $145.00 
par month. Counoilman Hitchcock seconded the motio'n, whioh was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock. 
Hi tohoook,Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None • ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: CUooi .. 

Counoilman Powell moved that Frank O. Shanaul t of 275 North 
Hill stree1>" Pasadena, be employed on a temporary basis as a Patrol
man, Torranoe Polioe Department, at a beginning salary of $145.00 
per month. COunoilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call "ote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Baboock, H1tchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cuoci. 

Counoilman Powell brought up the subjeot of addi tional storage 
of emergency defense eqUipment, stating that a shipment of equip
ment is expected within the next fifteen days, and that there is 
no available space for storage of same. He said he had contacted 
Mr. Harvel Guttenfelder, who has suitable garage spaoe at his place 
of business, the spaee being large eno1lSh to store the City owned 
ambulance recently donated by the Kiwanis Club~ and said space 
having an entrance from the alley adjacent to the Post Of1"1oe Building. 

COuncilman Powell moved that Engineer Jain be instruoted to 
ascert&in whether or not the building is suitable for housing the 
ambulance recently dedicated to the City by the Kiwanis Club, and, 
if so, to negotia.te an agreement with Mr. Harvel Guttenfalder for 
rental of the spaoe on a temporary month to month basis. 

Engineer Jain advised he had already looked at the space, and 
substantiated Councilman Powell's statement that additional st'Orage 
space is a vital necessity. He said Mr. Guttenfelder would, he 
believed, be quite willing to rent the space for $10.00 per month. 
Also, he said, Mr. Guttenfelder had advised that he has a double 
garage in the rear Of his apartments which the City oan rent for 
storage if it so desires. 

Councilman Powell- requested that his motion be made to include 
~or a rental fee of $10.00 per month, provided this arrangement 
is satis:taotory to all persons concerned.... C:Ounoilman Babcock 
seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Counoilman Powell brought up the subjeot of purchasing ad
ditbnal vehioles for transporting deraase equipment which the 
City expects to reoeive. 

OGunollman Powell moved that Mr. Jain be instructed to obtain 
estimates of the east of used vehioles, such as truoks, suitable 
for use in transporting fire equipment to and from fires in oase of 
emergency. aounci~an Babcock seconded the motion. 

Ii. disoussion ensued regarding amount of equipment expected by 
the Fire Department from the Oftioe of Civilian Defense. Upon 
direct question, . Chief MoMaster stated that seven pieces of eqUip
ment are expected. When asked how many vehioles will be required 
to transport the additional eqUipment, he gave an estimate of four 
trucks and three cars. The Fire Department Oldsmobile oan possi
bly be used in this capac1ty, he said. 



Purchase of additional vehicles will further increase the 
need for storage space, Councilman Powell remarked. It was unani
mously agreed that the vehicles should be stored in various parts 
of the City to guard against possible destruction by bombs of all 
or a large part of the equipment at anyone time. When the acute 
shortage of storage space was again mentioned, Attorney McCall 
volunteered to donate use of garage space sufficiently large to 
house two trucks, bein~his residence. Councilman Powell likewise 
donated a garage large/enough to house one vehicle. 

a..t 
Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropr1at10n of not to ex

ceed $100.00 be made for repairing the roof on the garage in the 
rear of the fire station, and the roof of the fire tower. Council
man Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the follow
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Powell 
and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Cucci. 

Councilman H1tchcock moved that an appropr1ation of not to ex
ceed $225.00, plus tax, be made for purohase of glassware tor street 
lights, neoessary for an effective dim-out of the C1ty. Council
man Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, HitchCOCk, Powell and 
McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Hone. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cucci. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the City Eng1neer beauthor1zed 
to hire a mechaniC on a temporary basis for work at the City Garage 
at a salary of not to exceed $200.00 per month. Councilman Powell 
seoonded the motion, which was oarried by the follow1ng roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cucci. 

Councilman Babcock requested Mr. Ward to estimate the minimum 
amount at time required for performance of stenographic duties tor 
the Municipal Bus Lines. Mr. Ward advised that accumulated work 
amounts to two weeks full time work, the accumulated work consisting 
of various Governmental reports, mileage reports, and other work, 
all of which should have been oompleted by November 1, 1942. Upon 
completion of the eccumulated work, Mr. Ward stated, four hours 
eaoh day should be sufficient time for keeping the work up to date. 

It was suggested that Mrs. Lewellen, newly employed Oourt 
Olerk and Mrs. Scott, stenographer in the offioe of the Housing 
Authority, perform the stenographic servioes req~ired by the Muni
cipal Bus Lines. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Chief of Polioe Stroh requested the press to refrain from 
printing any information whatsoever about defense equipment ex
pected to be reoeived by the C1ty Fire Department. He stated that 
the Office of Oiv1lian Defense had warned against publicizing re
ce1pt of this type of equipment. 

Chief Stroh reported he had reoeived a telephone call from 
the War Produotion Board requesting the oity to submit a requisi
tion for automobiles expected to be purchased between now and 1944 
for protection of lite and property. He said the requisition 
should be filed with the ".P.B~ and renewed every ninety days. 
Mr. Jain was instructed to contact the War Produot10n Board further 
regarding this matter. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved all bills properly audited be 
pa1d. Counc1lman Baboock seconded the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Hitohoook, Powell and McGu1re. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. AB
SENT: COUNOILMEN: CUoo1. 



Mayor McGuire announoed that the November 19th meeting of the 
League of California Cities will be held in the Elks Club, Los 
Angeles, which has been agreed upon as a permanent and central 
meeting place to relieve transportation problems. 

Engineer Jain reminded the Council of the meeting Monday even
ing (November 16) at ~:OO P.M. between the City Council, the City 
Planning CommisSion, and Mr. sampson of the Regional Planning 
Commission of the County of Los Angeles. 

At 8:44 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Hitchoock, seconded 
by Counci.lman Babcock, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

TOrrance, California 
November 24, 1942 

The City Council of the City of TOrrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torranoe, California, 
on 'ru~sday,November 24, 1942 at '7:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roli, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Baboock, Cuoci, Hitohcook, Powell and MoGuire. Absent: 
Councilmen; None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the minutes of a Regular Meet
ing held November 10, 1942 be approved as written. Councilman 
Babcock seconded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

All those present in the Counoil Chamber saluted the Flag! 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read from the Record Protection Service, 
signed by BasH R. Greig, offerin~. to microfilm .the various a1 ty 
Records for an estimated cost of ,300.00. 

Counoilman Hitchoook moved that the communication from the 
Record Protection serv.1ce offerins. ~om~crofilm the various City 
Records for an estimated oost ot f300.00 be referred to the entire 
ct ty Council for study and report at the nex,t meeting. Councilmen 
Baboook seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Southern ca11fornia Ga~ 
company, requesting the Ct ty to enact an ordinance regulating the 
turning on or reconnecting of gas service 1n or on any premises 
where and' when said gas service is not a~ the time being rendered. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request of the Southern 
ca11fornia Gas Company be referred to the Ordinanoe Committee for 
.tudy and report. Counoilman Baboook seoonded the motion, whioh 
was carried unanimously. 
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